
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
  

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
As we reach the end of another busy and successful week, I would like to reflect on some of the 
wonderful experiences our children have enjoyed. On Tuesday, a group of Year 5 service children pupils 
attended a memorial service at Brookwood Cemetery. The children represented both our school and 
service children with great pride, demonstrating respect, maturity and excellent behaviour throughout 
the event. It was a privilege for them to take part in such an important occasion, remembering the 
service men and women from Commonwealth countries who have fought 
 and died in service. There was considerable excitement amongst the  
children at the opportunity to see Princess Anne, who delivered a  
thoughtful address highlighting the importance of remembering those  
who have made the ultimate sacrifice. It was a memorable experience  
for everyone involved and one that I am sure will stay with the children  
for many years to come. Joining them were Year 3's Sophia and Sophie,  
who had the privilege to speak with Her Royal Highness and give her a  
posy of flowers.  
 
Meanwhile, if the Instagram updates are anything to go by, our Year 6 residential trip has been an 
enormous success! It has been wonderful to see the children embracing every opportunity at 
Nettlecombe Court, from outdoor adventures to new learning experiences, all while creating lasting 
memories with their friends. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the staff who have accompanied 
the children to Somerset, supporting both their learning and the fun they have been having throughout 
the week. I would also like to thank those members of staff who have remained back at school and 
covered additional responsibilities to ensure that everything has continued to run smoothly in their 
absence. 
 
Our Reception children also had an exciting experience this week when Zoolab visited the school. The 
workshop gave the children the opportunity to encounter a range of fascinating creatures, including a 
snake, a cockroach, a giant snail and a tarantula, to name but a few. The quote of the day for me was 
undoubtedly: "The big spider was really cute!" It was wonderful to see the children's curiosity, confidence 
and enthusiasm as they learned more about these amazing animals. 
 
I have been asked to share the following message on behalf of residents in Dawneys Road, "Residents 
and visitors are asked to keep Dawneys Road clear of parked vehicles on Monday 22nd June to allow road 
marking works to take place safely and without delay. Your cooperation would be greatly appreciated, as 
parked vehicles may prevent the works from being completed." Thank you in advance for your support 
with this request.  
 
We met with Emma Cameron, FOPS Co-Chair, this week who is busy with all things FOPS whilst also 
running the Pirbright training camp and being a school governor – she is an in-demand lady! Our PTA 
works incredibly hard to raise funds for the children, but they can only do it with your support. Whether 
you can give just a 30-minute shift at an event or help from home on your computer in your own time, 
every little contribution makes a huge difference. We know life is busy for everyone, but if each family 
gave just a small amount of time, together we could achieve so much more for our school community. 
Please volunteer where you can! 

 
Finally, I hope you all have a lovely weekend. A special mention goes to our Year 6 pupils who, after what 
looks to have been a fantastic week away, may well be enjoying a slightly longer lie-in than usual 
tomorrow! 
 
Kind regards 
Pete  
Pete Wright, Head Teacher  
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Coming Up  

JUNE 
16th - Year 6 Open Cricket 
10:30 – 3:00 
18th - Pirbright Has Talent 
Show PM (No Parents – 
sorry!) 
19th - Sports Day & Family 
Lunch 
22nd - Cunningham House 
Visit for Pianists 
25th - Littlehampton Beach 
Trip - Year 2 
26th  June - FOPS Mufti - 
Toys and Book (NOT Y5) 
26th - Y5 trip to Woking 
Mosque (Shah Jahan 
Mosque) 
26th - Reception Cake Sale   
27th - Armed Forces: 
Picnic on the Green 
29th – INSET DAY – 
School will be closed to 
children  
30th - Year 6 into 7 
Induction Day (Surrey 
Schools) 

Add our calendar 

to your electronic 

calendar!  

Head here and 

click on he 

+Google link at the 

bottom of the 

calendar.  
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Weekly Attendance Update  
Reception & 
KS1 Winners  KS2 Winners 

1RG – 100%   5GJ – 97.6%  
Whole School Year to Date 

95.4% 

11580 
17740 15080 

14180 11790 

Click here 

to order! 

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS  

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS are given out on a Thursday 

during assembly where we have the opportunity to hear 

about the children’s successes of the previous week and 

celebrate how they embodied the Pirbright Values.  

Cyber Crime: 
This #WakeUpWednesday online safety guide shares 10 simple tips to 
help keep your child safe from cybercrime, including how to back up 
important data, spot phishing scams and recognise warning signs. 
Created in partnership with the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Cyber 
Crime Unit, it helps families stay informed and confident while 
enjoying the benefits of being online. 

 

TICKS 

As the weather 

gets warmer 

(not this week!) 

children are 

spending more 

time outdoors 

and ticks 

become more 

active. While tick 

bites are usually 

harmless, it is 

important to 

know how to 

check for and 

remove ticks 

safely. Please 

take a moment 

to read the NHS 

guidance below 

to help keep 

your family safe 

while enjoying 

the outdoors. 

https://www.nhsi

nform.scot/illness

es-and-

conditions/injurie

s/skin-

injuries/tick-

bites/ 
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Move-Up Sessions - Next Week…  
Next week we begin our transition for 2026/2027 with Move-Up Sessions. This is where the children will be introduced 
to their new class teacher(s). A successful transition is really important for all of the children and by doing it early we can 
ensure that the children have a good amount of time to prepare themselves for the inevitable change. All of the children 
will have the opportunity to meet their new class teacher on Monday morning for an hour and again on Thursday 
afternoon for an hour. The children will go on Monday with their usual LSA so there will be a familiar face for them and 
then the new LSAs will be there on Thursday so they will get to meet the whole team. Children in Years R, 2 and 4 will be 
sent up in their new classes as they have been mixed. We know that change is inevitable and this can bring some anxiety 
for some children. It is perfectly normal for children (and adults!) to feel wobbly at this time of year and we totally 
acknowledge these feelings and hear them. Reminding children that they have done it before, will do it again and have 
probably had even bigger changes that they have managed in life is a good place to start! We appreciate your support 
with this.  

 

Pirbright Has Talent  

For anyone involved in PHT next 

week, we are having a walk 

through on Tuesday afternoon 

(no costumes needed but props 

welcome) ready for Thursday’s 

show. On Thursday, children will 

need to bring costumes in a bag 

ready to get changed at 

lunchtime. Thank you!  
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Staffing 2026+ 

As we look towards the end of the year, we have the inevitable - but rather unenviable - job of 

thinking about staffing, saying goodbye to some familiar faces and preparing to welcome new ones. 

 

Newsletter HQ is struggling to write this because, if we write it, then it becomes real... Mr Fuller is 

leaving us. We'll give you a moment to dry your eyes too. Mr Fuller has worked at Pirbright for 16 

years, starting as Ms Jackson's Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT) student and, even before that, 

spending two weeks with Mrs Dow on work experience (proof that it's never too late to become a 

teacher!). It is impossible to capture the impact Mr Fuller has had on Pirbright. Whether as a fantastic 

class teacher, girls' football champion (before there were girls' football champions!), chess hero, 

geography enthusiast, shower-curtain dresser-upper or, most importantly, our Designated 

Safeguarding Lead, he has given so much to our school community. Looking after everyone at 

Pirbright and leading safeguarding is a huge responsibility and Mr Fuller has excelled in every aspect 

of the role. Calm under pressure and relentless in securing the very best outcomes for children and 

families, he has led our safeguarding team with compassion and professionalism. He will be hugely 

missed by everyone at Pirbright and we wish him every success in the future. We also hope he enjoys 

a lovely September holiday while the rest of us are back at school! 

 

Miss Bartholomew is also seeking a September holiday and will, sadly, be leaving us at the end of the 

year. Having completed the big ten years at Pirbright, we can honestly say that without her we'd 

probably still be using chalkboards in classrooms and slates for the children! As our computing lead, 

she has somehow managed to keep us up to date with ever-changing technology, expertly 

extracting funding from the school budget to ensure we remain impressively well-equipped. 

Miss Bartholomew has not only inspired every child she has taught but has also nurtured an army of 

budding computer enthusiasts who can code, animate, design, create and solve problems with 

confidence, curiosity and creativity. Whether or not she eventually claims responsibility for producing 

the next Elon Musk remains to be seen, but we're certain she has helped set many children on the 

path to future success. Thank you for everything you have done for us all—and please don't forget to 

leave us the Wi-Fi password before you go! 

 

Whilst Mrs Parsons has officially been with us for five years as a Learning Support Assistant, she has 

been part of the Pirbright family for much longer as a parent. With her eldest child being 17, we have 

known her for many years. Mrs Parsons is a passionate advocate for helping children learn through 

their own interests and, as someone who is always studying herself, provides a wonderful example of 

lifelong learning. Throughout the years we have known her, she has always aspired to become a 

primary school teacher and we are delighted that she will be leaving us to begin a SCITT placement 

where she will train and qualify. Mrs Parsons has been an incredible support to our school. We will miss 

her in the classroom, on the playground and at the helm of Pirbright Club Class, where she has 

served as Deputy Manager. Good luck with your next adventure, Mrs Parsons - we know you'll make 

a fantastic teacher. 

 

Luck was certainly on our side this time last year when we appointed Miss Jessett. She has been a 

fantastic addition to the Pirbright team and has had a wonderful year with her class. As well as 

leading Design and Technology, improving our Food Technology curriculum and sorting 

out/resourcing the kitchen (no small task!), she has inspired us all with her enthusiasm and energy. On 

top of that, she somehow managed to single-handedly take on all of our external cross-country 

events! We always knew her time with us would be short, and although we've done our best to 

persuade her to commute, a move to St Andrews in Scotland is perhaps just a little too far. Thank you 

for everything you've contributed this year Miss Jessett. If you ever find yourself back in Pirbright, you 

know exactly where to find us! 

 

These departures of course mean some new faces! Miss Durdle (hurrah) and Miss Russell (hurrah) will 

be returning to us from their maternity leave – send coffee, lots of coffee! Miss Grant is staying! She 

was here on a maternity contract and we have been able to convert her to a permanent member 

of staff which is excellent news.  We have two new teachers joining the team, Mr Will Samuel and Mrs 

Laura Saayman, and three new LSAs – Mrs Lucy Voce-Russell, Miss Dannielle Cooper and Miss Emma 

McAuley. We know you will make them all welcome as they start their Pirbright adventures with us!  



 

 

  

 

Changes to Free School Meals (from September 2026) 
We would like to inform you about important national changes to Free School Meals (FSM) that will 
take effect from September 2026.  These changes may affect your child’s eligibility, either now or in 
the future. What is changing? From September 2026 all children in households receiving Universal 
Credit will be eligible for free school meals, regardless of income. This means many more families will 
be able to access free school meals. 

 
End of current protections 
At present, once a child qualifies for free school meals, they usually keep that entitlement even if family 
circumstances change; this is called Transitional Protection. This protection will continue until the end 
of the 2025/26 school year.  From September 2026, eligibility will be based on your current 
circumstances. This means some children may gain or lose eligibility depending on changes to 
household income or benefits. 

 
Important: You still need to apply! 
Even if you receive Universal Credit, free school meals are not automatically given. You must still 
apply through school.  If you think your child may be eligible, we strongly encourage you to apply. 

 
Why apply? 
Registering for free school meals can:- 
• Provide free, nutritious lunches for your child. 
• Help the school access additional funding to support pupils. 
• Ensure you receive any related support you may be entitled to. 

 
What should you do now? 

• If your child already receives free school meals you do not need to take action at this stage. We will 
contact you if anything changes. 

• If you think you may be eligible, please contact the school as soon as possible. 

• If your circumstances change, please notify the school at your earliest convenience. 
 

These changes are designed to help more families access free school meals, when they need them. 
We encourage all parents who may be eligible to apply and ensure they receive the support available.   

 
 



 

 

Sports Day & Family Lunch   
We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone in for Sports Day & Family Lunch on Friday 
19th June. The menu is → and already loaded onto IPAY for you to order for your children. Ordering for 
adults, pre-school and post-primary siblings and extended family is open on MCAS so you can start 
ordering now! All orders must be done by Monday 15th June. Please see the guide attached for how to 
order on MCAS for adults.  
  
Following the adaptations made to last year’s itinerary due to the hot weather, feedback from parents 
was very positive. We have decided to keep this adapted timetable (which will become the new plan 
moving forward) and enjoy a slightly quieter crowd and less waiting time for children and adults in KS2 
so feel free to just come along for your timeslot if this is better for you.  
 
Key Stage 2 events will kick off at 9:30am (entry via the KS2 gate) and should be finished by 
11:30am. Family Lunch will then begin and continue until around 1:15pm with the KS1 and Reception 
events beginning at 1:30pm. We aim to finish at around 3pm. If you are onsite for Sports Day then you 
will naturally roll into Family Lunch (feel free to bring a picnic if you would prefer), but if you are just 
coming for Family Lunch, and perhaps staying for Sports Day in the afternoon, entry is via the KS1 gate 
where you will be able to collect your children and start your lunch. You’re welcome any time after 
11:30am but might want to keep an eye on the lunch queue and play for a little while first. We aim to be 
all done and dusted by 3pm.  
  
As always, please ensure your child has their cap in school, a water bottle and suntan lotion applied. All 
children will need their coloured team t-shirts on the day with their blue PE shorts and trainers (not 
plimsolls).  
 



 

  



 

  

This week, FOPS team gave an assembly about FUN RUN, 

Miles for Smiles, with Medals to be won! 

The kids were excited, the adults delighted, 

What better way to start a day in the sun! 

 

The buzz from assembly is still in the air,  

Our Fun Run is filling up fast — so beware!  

With limited spaces and medals to win,  

Sign up right away and make sure you're in! 

 

To help with the Summer Fair, we've planned some Mufti Days,  

A simple way to support us in lots of different ways: 

Friday 12 June – Adult Tombola treats to share,  

Friday 26 June – Toys and books if you have any spare,  

Friday 3 July – Cakes and bakes for all to experience,  

Or donate £1 instead – I’m thinking of convenience. 

 

Happy's Circus is coming one summer afternoon,  

There are still some tickets available, so grab yours soon!  

A spectacular show that's sure to delight,  

Don't miss out on this wonderful sight! 

 

We're also seeking raffle prizes, big or small,  

So if you can donate something, we're waiting for your call.  

Just send us an email via FOPS today,  

And help make our Summer Fair a great day! 

 

Our tea towels are proving a popular buy,  

They're selling out quickly, so don't let them pass by!  

Grab yours soon before they're all gone,  

A lovely keepsake to cherish for long. 

 

And finally, LEGOLAND tickets are on their way,  

Emailed from FOPS the week before the day.  

A huge thank you to everyone who purchased a place,  

We can't wait to see the excitement on your face! 

 

www.pta-events.co.uk/fops  

pirbrightfops@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/fops
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Term Dates 2025/2026 
Term Start End 

AUTUMN 2025 Tuesday 2nd September 2025 Friday 19th December 2025 

Half term  Monday 27th October 2025 Fri 31st October 2025 

Christmas Monday 22nd December 2025 Friday 2nd January 2026 

SPRING 2026 Monday 5th January 2026 Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term  Monday 16th February 2026 Friday 20th February 2026 

Easter Monday 30th March 2026 Friday 10th April 2026 

SUMMER 2026 Monday 13th April 2026 Tuesday 21st July 2026 

Half term  Monday 25th May 2026 Friday 29th May 2026 

INSET DAYS 2025/2026 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 
Friday 24th October 2025 

Wednesday 28th January 2026 
Monday 29th June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 
Tuesday 21st July 2026 

 

Dates for the Diary 2025/2026 
M

ay
 2

02
6 

 

Ju
n

e 
20

26
 

16th - Year 6 Open Cricket 10:30 – 3:00 
18th - Pirbright Has Talent Show PM (No Parents – sorry!) 
19th - Sports Day & Family Lunch 
22nd - Cunningham House Visit for Pianists 
25th - Littlehampton Beach Trip - Year 2 
26th  June - FOPS Mufti - Toys and Book (NOT Y5) 
26th - Y5 trip to Woking Mosque (Shah Jahan Mosque) 
26th - Reception Cake Sale   
27th - Armed Forces: Picnic on the Green 
29th – INSET DAY – School will be closed to children  
30th - Year 6 into 7 Induction Day (Surrey Schools) 

Ju
ly

 2
02

6
 

1st - Year 6 into 7 Induction Day (Surrey Schools) 
2nd - 1st - (morning) uniform collection outside the FOPS 
shed 
2nd - WASPS Rounders Tournament at Pirbright 
3rd  July - FOPS Mufti - Cake 
4th – The FOPS Summer Fair – The Circus  
9th –Summer Concert EVE (Parents Welcome) 
10th – 10am Late Registration  
13th – 3.15pm - 4.00pm Celebration Afternoon (Parents 
Welcome) 
15th – Year 6 Leavers’ Party (Eve) 5:30pm 
16th – Year 6 Fun Day 
17th – 10.00am Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (Parents 
Welcome) 
17th – 1.30pm – End of Term 
20th - INSET Day (School will be closed to pupils) 
21st – INSET Day (School will be closed to pupils) 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Class Assemblies 2025/2026 
Friday 3rd July 2026 in the AFTERNOON (Time TBC)  Year 6 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Dates for the Diary 2026/2027 

S
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m

b
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1st – INSET DAY 
2nd – INSET DAY 
3rd – Children return to school 
7th – 2:30pm – Year 1 Meet the Team  
8th – 2:30pm – Year 2 Meet the Team 
9th - 2:30pm – Year 3 Meet the Team 
10th - 2:30pm – Year 4 Meet the Team 
11th - 2:30pm – Year 5 Meet the Team 
11th – Sayers Croft Visit (Year 6) 
14th - 2:30pm – Year 6 Meet the Team 
17th – 2:30pm - House Captain Elections 
25th - 1:15pm – KS2 Potted Sports  
     2:15pm – KS1 Potted Sports 
29th - 3:30pm – 7:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening 
 

O
ct
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b
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1st – 4:00pm – 6:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening 
8th – Tempest School Photos (Portraits) 
15th – Year 4 Present - Harvest Festival (No parents) 
15th – Family Lunch (11:30 Onwards) 
16th – INSET DAY  
19th – 30th – HALF TERM 
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2nd – Start of second half term 
4th - Year 3 Visit to Butser Farm 
6th – Remembrance Service – Whole School (10am - 
TBC) 
8th - Remembrance Service at Brookwood Cemetery  
16th – 20th Anti-Bullying Week 
27th – Learning Look - AM 
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7th – 11th SHOWS WEEK  
8th - KS2 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
9th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
9th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm – Adults 
and School Aged Siblings Only  
10th - 10:00am Reception Nativity Performance - Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
10th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm -  
Adults and School Aged Siblings Only  
10th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm -  
Adults and School Aged Siblings Only) 
11th - PJ Day & Movie Afternoon  
15th – Christmas Quiz  
16th - Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 
18th  - 10am - Festive Carol Service – School (No Parents) 
18th - 1:30pm – End of Term  

 



 

 


