
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
  
  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a wonderfully busy and exciting first week back after the half-term break it has 
been! Despite some rather unpredictable weather, our children have enjoyed a range of 
enriching experiences both in and out of school. 

On Tuesday, Year 1 managed to dodge much of the rain as they visited the British 
Wildlife Centre. The children were delighted to encounter a variety of native animals, 
including foxes, hedgehogs, owls and deer, to name but a few. It was a fantastic 
opportunity to bring their learning to life and develop a greater appreciation of British 
wildlife. 

Meanwhile, back at school, Year 2 fully immersed themselves in their Victorian Day. 
Dressed as children from the era, they experienced a taste of what school life was like 
more than 100 years ago. From traditional lessons to strict classroom expectations, the 
children embraced the day with enthusiasm and curiosity. 

Wednesday saw Year 4 travel to Fishbourne Roman Palace. Once again, they managed 
to avoid much of the rain and enjoyed a fascinating day consolidating their learning 
about the Romans. Exploring the remarkable remains of the palace provided a valuable 
insight into Roman Britain and helped bring their classroom studies to life. 

Yesterday, our Year 6 pupils worked tirelessly to raise funds for their upcoming 
residential trip. They organised and ran a range of circus-themed games and stalls for 
children across the school to enjoy. It was wonderful to see their creativity, teamwork 
and determination on display, and I would like to thank everyone who supported their 
efforts at The Money Circus. 

The excitement certainly doesn't stop there! Next week, our Year 6 pupils head off on 
their residential visit from Tuesday through to Friday, an experience that always creates 
lasting memories and develops independence and resilience. We also look forward to 
welcoming Zoolab into Reception, where the children will have the opportunity to 
encounter a variety of animals up close as part of a hands-on workshop. 

Thanks to Club Class for putting together the school’s entry into the Pirbright Village 
Fair which is on tomorrow. Based on the theme All Creatures Great & Small, we have 
gone with All Pupils Great & Small: Reception to Year 6!  

The summer term really is an eventful time, filled with opportunities for learning, 
exploration and memorable experiences. Thank you, as always, for your continued 
support. We look forward to sharing many more exciting events with you over the 
coming weeks. 

Kind regards  
Pete 
Pete Wright, Head Teacher  
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Coming Up  

MAY  
8th Year 5/6 District 
Sports @ Woking 
Sportsbox 
10th - Year 5 Girls' & 
Year 6 Girls' Cricket 
10:30 – 3:00 
11th - Year R Zoolab 
workshop (at school)  
16th - Year 6 Open 
Cricket 10:30 – 3:00 
18th - Pirbright Has 
Talent Show PM (No 
Parents – sorry!) 
19th - Sports Day & 
Family Lunch 
25th - Littlehampton 
Beach Trip - Year 2 

Add our calendar 

to your electronic 

calendar!  

Head here and 

click on he 

+Google link at the 

bottom of the 

calendar.  
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 HOUSE TEAM POINTS – SUMMER TERM 
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Weekly Attendance Update  
Reception & 
KS1 Winners  KS2 Winners 

2CD/RJL – 
99.1%  

5GJ – 98.8%  

Whole School Year to Date 
95.4% 

10660 
16390 13860 

13050 
 

10840 

Click here 

to order! HEAD TEACHER AWARDS  

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS are given out on a Thursday 

during assembly where we have the opportunity to hear 

about the children’s successes of the previous week and 

celebrate how they embodied the Pirbright Values.  

Image Altering Filters  

Image-altering filters are now part of everyday online interactions, from 
playful effects to subtle appearance edits. This guide explores how they 
can influence perceptions of beauty and reality, particularly for children 
and young people on social media. It highlights risks such as low self-
esteem, social pressure, hidden advertising, and more serious concerns 
like sexualised edits and blurred boundaries between real and altered 
images. It also offers practical advice to help parents and educators 
build media literacy, boost confidence, and support healthier 
relationships with online content. 

 

Uniform reminder – 
any cycling shorts 
worn under 
skirts/dresses are 
welcome but MUST 
be in plain school 
colours (white, 
blue, grey or black). 
Thanks!   
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The Sporting Calendar 
We pride ourselves in entering as many external festivals and competitions as possible here at 
Pirbright School. The wide range of sporting activities are designed to cater for children of all 
abilities and levels of experience. We enter both festivals and competitions, providing opportunities 
for children who may be trying an activity for the first time, as well as those who demonstrate 
particular talent and enthusiasm in a sport. 
 
The selection process involves a great deal of thought and consideration. When selecting teams, we 
look not only at sporting performance but also at the qualities that make a great team member. 
Children who consistently demonstrate excellent teamwork, sportspersonship, commitment and 
our Pirbright values during PE lessons and lunchtime clubs will certainly be considered for selection. 
 
We would appreciate it if parents didn’t make contact to try and book their children into matches 
or events like District Sports. They are on the calendar so they are booked in the school diary; rest 
assured – we will be in contact with you if we would like your child to participate. There are always 
limited spaces and we can never take everyone; we appreciate your trust that we are doing our 
best to pick the most appropriate team. Thank you!  
 

 

TICKS 

As the weather gets warmer, children are spending more time outdoors and ticks become more 

active. While tick bites are usually harmless, it is important to know how to check for and remove 

ticks safely. Please take a moment to read the NHS guidance below to help keep your family safe 

while enjoying the outdoors. 

 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/injuries/skin-injuries/tick-bites/ 

 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/injuries/skin-injuries/tick-bites/


 

  

Changes to Free School Meals (from September 2026) 

We would like to inform you about important national changes to Free School Meals (FSM) that 

will take effect from September 2026.  These changes may affect your child’s eligibility, either 

now or in the future. 

 

What is changing? 

From September 2026 all children in households receiving Universal Credit will be eligible for 

free school meals, regardless of income. This means many more families will be able to access 

free school meals. 

 

End of current protections 

At present, once a child qualifies for free school meals, they usually keep that entitlement even 

if family circumstances change; this is called Transitional Protection. This protection will 

continue until the end of the 2025/26 school year.  From September 2026, eligibility will be 

based on your current circumstances. This means some children may gain or lose eligibility 

depending on changes to household income or benefits. 

 

Important: You still need to apply! 

Even if you receive Universal Credit, free school meals are not automatically given. You must 

still apply through school.  If you think your child may be eligible, we strongly encourage you to 

apply. 

 

Why apply? 

Registering for free school meals can:- 

• Provide free, nutritious lunches for your child. 

• Help the school access additional funding to support pupils. 

• Ensure you receive any related support you may be entitled to. 

 

What should you do now? 

• If your child already receives free school meals you do not need to take action at this stage. 

We will contact you if anything changes. 

• If you think you may be eligible, please contact the school as soon as possible. 

• If your circumstances change, please notify the school at your earliest convenience. 
 

These changes are designed to help more families access free school meals, when they need 

them. We encourage all parents who may be eligible to apply and ensure they receive the 

support available.   

 

 



 

 

Sports Day & Family Lunch   
We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone in for Sports Day & Family Lunch on Friday 
19th June. The menu is → and already loaded onto IPAY for you to order for your children. Ordering for 
adults, pre-school and post-primary siblings and extended family is open on MCAS so you can start 
ordering now! All orders must be done by Monday 15th June. Please see the guide attached for how to 
order on MCAS for adults.  
  
Following the adaptations made to last year’s itinerary due to the hot weather, feedback from parents 
was very positive. We have decided to keep this adapted timetable (which will become the new plan 
moving forward) and enjoy a slightly quieter crowd and less waiting time for children and adults in KS2 
so feel free to just come along for your timeslot if this is better for you.  
 
Key Stage 2 events will kick off at 9:30am (entry via the KS2 gate) and should be finished by 
11:30am. Family Lunch will then begin and continue until around 1:15pm with the KS1 and Reception 
events beginning at 1:30pm. We aim to finish at around 3pm. If you are onsite for Sports Day then you 
will naturally roll into Family Lunch (feel free to bring a picnic if you would prefer), but if you are just 
coming for Family Lunch, and perhaps staying for Sports Day in the afternoon, entry is via the KS1 gate 
where you will be able to collect your children and start your lunch. You’re welcome any time after 
11:30am but might want to keep an eye on the lunch queue and play for a little while first. We aim to be 
all done and dusted by 3pm.  
  
As always, please ensure your child has their cap in school, a water bottle and suntan lotion applied. All 
children will need their coloured team t-shirts on the day with their blue PE shorts and trainers (not 
plimsolls).  
 



 

  



 

 

 

  

Next Year’s Classes  

As communicated in the 

newsletter over the last few 

weeks, the class teachers in 

Years R, 2 & 4 are beginning the 

mix-up process. This 

consultation with staff and 

children is taken very seriously 

and takes about six weeks from 

start to finish so we can get it 

right. Class swap sessions for 

everyone are on the calendar 

and dates list for June (w/b 

15th) which is when the children 

will find out who their new class 

teachers are – this information 

will be shared with them on the 

first Move-Up session when they 

go straight to their new 

teacher. This is incredibly early 

compared to most schools, but 

we value the time it takes staff 

to do the mix-up and the 

importance of a good transition 

for children with lots of time to 

process and get used to what 

September looks like. Please 

don’t ask class teachers for 

information that they cannot 

share with you; they are 

working hard for your children 

and we appreciate your trust.   

Just a little reminder that our last Learning Look of this school year will take place today, on Friday 

5th June 2025. This time, it will take place at the end of the school day so please head to your 

child’s classroom from 2.45pm to 3.10pm. This will give you the opportunity to look at books, 

displays and other pieces of work to celebrate your child’s learning with them. During the session, 

we would love you to chat to your child about what they are proud of and write a positive 

comment on a Proud Scroll about what has made you feel proud.  These sessions are entirely 

optional but if you are unable to attend it is really useful if we know in advance; particularly in KS1 

and Reception. Please let your child’s class teacher know so your child can be paired up with 

another family, a friend or school adult. Also, please note that the session finishes at 3.10pm so 

the children have a few minutes to gather their home time things and say goodbye before 

meeting you outside the classroom (or meeting spot if they are in KS2).  
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Yo, yo, yo! 6 weeks to go! Last half term of the year – can’t believe it. We say it every year, but 

honestly where did all the time go? 

After a week of magnificent weather for half term, we’ve been welcomed back to reality with rain 

so heavy, it set my car alarm off. At least the plants are happy… 

All things FOPS…. 

Tonight – FROZEN FRIDAY after school! We had a few teething issues with SumUp last time, 

but they will be taking card and cash payments at pickup today. 

ONE MORE WEEK to purchase LEGOLAND tickets – if you don’t know, FOPS have managed 

to secure half price entry tickets to Legoland Windsor for the 29th June (inset day) - last chance 

to grab a bargain here: www.pta-events.co.uk/fops 

4TH JULY – CIRCUS SUMMER FAIR – 75% sold so don’t hang about if you do want to 

attend the circus with your children! Tickets are really reasonable and it’s a professional 

travelling circus… plus if this weather keeps up, it’s a dry day of inside entertainment. That or 

we’ll all be boiling in a tent. You never can tell. At least no one’s asked* me to dress as an 

Oompa Loompa this time… on the hottest day of the year…. In a green wig. Appalling breach of 

my human rights that was. 

(*all my idea. No one did ask. Regretted it 21 seconds into my shift) 

BIG PUSH FOR THE FUN RUN. 27th June! It starts at 8.45am down by the cricket pavilion 

and we are really encouraging kids and families to get involved because 

a) Lots of kids are already showing real promise as young runners – look at sports day! The cross-

country event! THE DAILY MILE! I watch all these events happen in awe of our youngsters 

and their commitment to running – and with the fun day run, every runner gets a medal. A lovely, 

heavy, solid medal. Couldn’t be better – 1.5 miles or 3, let’s get our kids involved. 

b) Isn’t it just NICE? We’re always looking for new ways to bring our school community 

together - yes, FOPS is about fundraising, but it’s also about hosting community events that 

actually serve our community – this is a nice chance for families who maybe wouldn’t typically 

head out for a Saturday morning run to get out and active together. Exercise gives you an 

amazing dopamine hit – meaning you can feel good about jogging alongside your tiny besties and 

know they’re feeling good too. 

There will be an assembly happening about MILES FOR SMILES in the coming weeks so 

when your kids come home and are keen to take part – you can book tickets here: www.pta-

events.co.uk/fops 

Running-out-of-space-so 

RAFFLEPRIZESFORTHESUMMERFAIRPLEASEANDTHANKYOU. Thank you. 
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Term Dates 2025/2026 
Term Start End 

AUTUMN 2025 Tuesday 2nd September 2025 Friday 19th December 2025 

Half term  Monday 27th October 2025 Fri 31st October 2025 

Christmas Monday 22nd December 2025 Friday 2nd January 2026 

SPRING 2026 Monday 5th January 2026 Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term  Monday 16th February 2026 Friday 20th February 2026 

Easter Monday 30th March 2026 Friday 10th April 2026 

SUMMER 2026 Monday 13th April 2026 Tuesday 21st July 2026 

Half term  Monday 25th May 2026 Friday 29th May 2026 

INSET DAYS 2025/2026 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 
Friday 24th October 2025 

Wednesday 28th January 2026 
Monday 29th June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 
Tuesday 21st July 2026 

 

Dates for the Diary 2025/2026 
M

ay
 2

02
6 

 

Ju
n

e 
20

26
 

8th Year 5/6 District Sports @ Woking Sportsbox 
10th - Year 5 Girls' & Year 6 Girls' Cricket 10:30 – 3:00 
11th - Year R Zoolab workshop (at school)  
16th - Year 6 Open Cricket 10:30 – 3:00 
18th - Pirbright Has Talent Show PM (No Parents – sorry!) 
19th - Sports Day & Family Lunch 
25th - Littlehampton Beach Trip - Year 2 
26th - Y5 trip to Woking Mosque (Shah Jahan Mosque) 
26th - Reception Cake Sale   
27th - Armed Forces: Picnic on the Green 
29th – INSET DAY – School will be closed to children  
30th - Year 6 into 7 Induction Day (Surrey Schools) 

Ju
ly

 2
02

6 

1st - Year 6 into 7 Induction Day (Surrey Schools) 
2nd - 1st - (morning) uniform collection outside the FOPS 
shed 
2nd - WASPS Rounders Tournament at Pirbright 
4th – The FOPS Summer Fair – The Circus  
9th –Summer Concert EVE (Parents Welcome) 
10th – 10am Late Registration  
13th – 3.15pm - 4.00pm Celebration Afternoon (Parents 
Welcome) 
15th – Year 6 Leavers’ Party (Eve) 5:30pm 
16th – Year 6 Fun Day 
17th – 10.00am Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (Parents 
Welcome) 
17th – 1.30pm – End of Term 
20th - INSET Day (School will be closed to pupils) 
21st – INSET Day (School will be closed to pupils) 

  
 

 

Class Assemblies 2025/2026 
Friday 3rd July 2026 in the AFTERNOON (Time TBC)  Year 6 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Dates for the Diary 2026/2027 
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1st – INSET DAY 
2nd – INSET DAY 
3rd – Children return to school 
7th – 2:30pm – Year 1 Meet the Team  
8th – 2:30pm – Year 2 Meet the Team 
9th - 2:30pm – Year 3 Meet the Team 
10th - 2:30pm – Year 4 Meet the Team 
11th - 2:30pm – Year 5 Meet the Team 
11th – Sayers Croft Visit (Year 6) 
14th - 2:30pm – Year 6 Meet the Team 
17th – 2:30pm - House Captain Elections 
25th - 1:15pm – KS2 Potted Sports  
     2:15pm – KS1 Potted Sports 
29th - 3:30pm – 7:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening 
 

O
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1st – 4:00pm – 6:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening 
8th – Tempest School Photos (Portraits) 
15th – Year 4 Present - Harvest Festival (No parents) 
15th – Family Lunch (11:30 Onwards) 
16th – INSET DAY  
19th – 30th – HALF TERM 

N
o

ve
m

b
er

 2
02
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2nd – Start of second half term 
4th - Year 3 Visit to Butser Farm 
6th – Remembrance Service – Whole School (10am - 
TBC) 
8th - Remembrance Service at Brookwood Cemetery  
16th – 20th Anti-Bullying Week 
  

D
ec

em
b

er
 2

02
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7th – 11th SHOWS WEEK  
8th - KS2 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
9th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
9th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm – Adults 
and School Aged Siblings Only  
10th - 10:00am Reception Nativity Performance - Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
10th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm -  
Adults and School Aged Siblings Only  
10th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm -  
Adults and School Aged Siblings Only) 
11th - PJ Day & Movie Afternoon  
15th – Christmas Quiz  
16th - Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 
18th  - 10am - Festive Carol Service – School (No Parents) 
18th - 1:30pm – End of Term  

 



 

 


