
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
  
  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
What a difference a little sunshine makes! The recent improvement in the weather has 
certainly lifted spirits around school, and it almost feels as though spring may have 
arrived already. The children have been making the most of brighter playtimes and 
enjoying being outdoors again - long may it continue! 
 
Next week promises to be a busy and exciting. On Tuesday, we look forward to 
welcoming Knaphill to for both the Year 5/6 girls’ and Year 5 boys’ matches. We wish 
our teams the very best of luck and thank you in advance for your support from the side 
lines. On Wednesday, some of the Year 4 pupils will be taking part in their Sportshall 
Athletics event. This is always a fantastic occasion that celebrates teamwork, 
determination and sporting spirit. We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm our 
children show at these events and know they will represent the school brilliantly. 
 
Friday brings with it a much-anticipated highlight of the term: World Book Day! We are 
very much looking forward to celebrating our love of reading as a whole school 
community. Children are invited to come dressed as a favourite book character or in 
something inspired by reading. A gentle reminder that World Book Day is not a 
competition and there is absolutely no expectation that families purchase elaborate 
costumes online that will only be worn once. Some of the most wonderful costumes we 
see each year are the simplest and most imaginative; often created from items already 
at home. A homemade prop, a creative use of colour or even bringing along a favourite 
book to share can be just as special. The focus is on celebrating stories, authors and the 
joy that reading brings. 
 
Also on Friday morning, FOPS will be holding a Pre-Loved Uniform Sale at 8:30am on the 
Key Stage 1 playground. This is a fantastic opportunity to pick up a bargain and support 
sustainable practices within our school community. Do come along and see what is 
available. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to a busy and 
enjoyable week ahead. 
Kind regards 
Pete 
Pete Wright  
Head Teacher  
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Coming Up  

February  
27th - Year 3 Cake 
Sale   
March  
3rd - Football Matches 
(Boys' & Girls') Home 
v Knaphil 
4th - Year 4 Sportshall 
Athletics  
5th – Parents’ 
Bereavement Zoom at 
8pm 
6th – World Book Day 
– DRESS UP 
6th - FOPS Uniform 
Sale 
6th – Writing 
Competition Closes 
9th - Piano 
Performances at 
Cunningham House 
10th – 17th - The 
Travelling Book Fair 
12th - Girls' Football 
Match V Brookwood - 
Home 
13th – Science Day  

18th - Year 6 Wildfire 

Education Sessions 

 
 

Add our calendar 

to your electronic 

calendar!  

Head here and 

click on he 

+Google link at the 

bottom of the 

calendar.  

 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr Andy Hague who joins us as a student 

teacher in Year 1, working alongside Mrs Gifford. Mr Hague usually works at The Royal 

Grammar School at Guildford but has come to us for a Key Stage 1 placement and will 

be here until May, learning all of the wonderful things about Pirbright and hopefully 

imparting some knowledge onto the children in 1DG! Please do say hello if you see him.   
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Weekly Attendance Update  
Reception & 
KS1 Winners  KS2 Winners 

6DC & 4LB  
99.2% 

2BT .2% 

Whole School Year to Date 
95.6% 

8570 
11240 9230 

12660 9090 

Click here 

to order! HEAD TEACHER AWARDS  

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS are given out on a Thursday 

during assembly where we have the opportunity to hear 

about the children’s successes of the previous week and 

celebrate how they embodied the Pirbright Values.  

Do you know what your child does online and how safe they are? We have teamed up with Daniel 

Sykes from the Cyber Protect Team at Surrey & Sussex Police and will be hosting an online session about 

how to protect children from online harm. 

The session is designed to give parents easy to implement advice so that they can help their children to 

grow up in the digital age with confidence and security.  

Key Topics Include:   

Online Risk: The art of spotting a scam and keeping children safe from harm and criminal activity 

online.             

Social Media and Chatroom Safety: The risks of social media, social engineering, disinformation, 

AI, privacy and account compromises.  

Gaming: Understand what the risks are to young people when they are gaming, and discover how 

to monitor and restrict their use. 

Cyber Security For Parents: learn how to secure devices and keep children safe.  

Q&A: Ask us anything!   

Wednesday 6th May (8pm-9pm) 

To join the webinar, use this link and login details: www.tinyurl.com/s2bavxx4 

Meeting ID: 323 966 853 230 51 

Passcode: ot2Va9hB 
 

The Daily Mile!  
Congratulations to 
Charlotte (Y1) on her half 
marathon and to Callum 
(Y3) and Albie (Y5) on 
their full marathon 
awards. Excellent 
running!  
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Screen Addiction 
It can be challenging for parents and carers to know whether children 
are spending too much time on their digital devices. It’s even more of a 
conundrum to decide whether a child is just deeply engaged with the 
internet and social media, or genuinely addicted to it. As technology 
becomes more pervasive in all of our lives, many children and young 
people in particular are beginning to experience tech-related 
dependencies. As trusted adults, do we have the right knowledge to 
identify and support children and young people who might be 
developing an addiction to their devices? In this guide, you'll find tips on 
avoiding potential risks such as damage to health and wellbeing, app 
addiction and a lack of sleep. 
 

 

What a brilliant week we had at our Time-
Travel Adventures club! The children 
travelled through time, exploring dinosaurs, 
knights, ancient civilizations, and even 
imagining the future through creative, age-
appropriate activities. 

Each day was packed with crafts, games, 
imaginative play, friendship and teamwork. A 
real highlight was our daily cooking sessions, 
where the children prepared tasty themed 
treats - building confidence, independence, 
and lots of excitement along the way! 

It was a week full of laughter, creativity, and 
happy faces in our relaxed and welcoming 
environment with the familiar PCC team. 

📸 Photos from the week can be found here.  

🌸 Bookings are now open for our Easter 

Club!  
Please note this will run for four days only 
(30th March – 2nd April) due to the Easter 
Bank Holiday weekend — we can’t wait for 
another fun-filled adventure together! 

 

Uniform  

We absolutely understand that it is pretty chilly at the 

moment but there is a strange combo happening where 

children are wearing shorts + base layer/tracksuit or 

even a skirt + base layer/tracksuit which looks very 

strange indeed. If this is your child, can we recommend 

a trip to Sainsbury’s over the half term to pick them up 

some trousers instead. Base layers can be worn under 

PE kits but for daily uniform, they can be either vests 

on top or under trousers on the bottom. Thank you!  

If you don’t ask… FOPS money has been earmarked, with all additional school funds (these are few and far between to be 
honest!), for a potential new DT kitchen which will also benefit Club Class and be amazing. However, we still need other stuff! 
The projector in the hall is on its last legs and we would love to replace it with a decent, mahoosive screen (reinforced for ball 
games of course!) which is pretty pricey. Anyone got a spare £3K they’d like to donate? Work for a firm who could sponsor it 
(hello tax write off?). We’d be happy to emblazon your logo across it for evermore? Indoctrinate the children so they only 

bank with you in the future? Christmas Play tickets in the front row for life…? See Mrs Dow if you are keen         

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/pirbrightvillageprimaryschool/UploadedDocument/ce22cda2-ca15-4439-be83-f9e6a07a5a59/wuw-screen-addiction.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/pirbrightvillageprimaryschool/UploadedDocument/ce22cda2-ca15-4439-be83-f9e6a07a5a59/wuw-screen-addiction.pdf
https://pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.zenfoliosite.com/pirbright-club-class-holiday-club
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The KS2 Short Story Competition 
We are back in business for another round 
of The KS2 Short Story Competition. Now 
in its 4th year, local author, Elspeth 
Leadbetter, launched the competition with 
a writing workshop on Thursday afternoon 
exploring emotions in a story. We drew 
some very funny rollercoasters! It was 
brilliantly linked to our learning on The 
Zones of Regulation and much appreciated 
- the children loved it.   
 
Returning to the competition alongside 
Elspeth will be Louise Fein and Jacqueline 
Sutherland on the judging panel. Children 
have until 6th March to hand in their 
entries; all details can be found on the 
poster   Good luck!  



 

  

Pirbright X-Country – Friday 13th March – 

Parents Welcome  

2026’s Sporting Calendar kicks off in a few weeks 

with the school’s inter-house X-Country events. All 

children run and all children score points for their 
house teams. The captains will be on hand to 

support the littlest legs running around the field – we 

are always amazed at the bar Reception set in 

perseverance and resilience! All children can come 

to school in their PE kit, including their all-important 

house t-shirt ready for the event. Reception children 

(and all children new to the school) will receive their 

t-shirt nearer the day so please don’t worry, we 

have that covered. Parents are welcome to come 

and spectate; entrance is at the KS2 gate and KS2 

children run first from 1:40pm with Reception & KS1 

to follow at 2:20pm. Please note, as we have done 

for the past few years, parents will be asked to stand 

in an allocated viewing area for the safety of the 

children!  
 

Dress-Up Days 

Every year we celebrate World Book Day and every other year we celebrate 

Comic Relief – this year it is the double whammy! Whilst we wouldn’t say we 

are low-key when it comes to dressing up here (Mr Fuller once dressed up as a 

full shower system, including the curtain!) – we certainly are low pressure for 

parents and will take absolutely anything that works for you! We don’t have 

“best dressed” prizes as we know the pressure this can add.   

 

World Book Day – Celebrated at Pirbright on FRIDAY 6th March (celebrated 

nationally on Thursday 5th but no one needs a Thursday dress up day in their 

life!). Please come to school dressed as a book character or anything inspired by 

a book. We’ll take (almost) anything!  

 

Comic Relief – Friday 20th March – Anything funny for money. As wild or sedate 

as you would like.  

 

If you are in Year 3 and you choose Cleopatra you could attempt the triple. 

World Book Day – “Anthony & Cleopatra”, very high brow. Comic Relief – 

Cleopatra with a red wig, hilarious. Year 3 Egyptian Day – actual Cleopatra! 

Win, win, win!   

 

Let’s Celebrate Pirbright  

If your child “achieves” or takes part in 

something special outside of school (local 

football team, village show, scouts award, 

sporting event and the like) then please send a 

photo and a short description to Mrs Dow either 

at her email address or at 

celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk and she will 

pop it up on the display board in the hall for all 

to admire.  

mailto:celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

  

Here we are again, at the end of our first week back 
since half term. And guess what, only four weeks until 

Easter Hols! I know right, you start breaking your life 
down into half termly chunks and suddenly you’re 
nearly at your next birthday and that cream you 

bought in the vain effort to do something about your 
forehead wrinkles didn’t work and you probably do 

need to cut out ultra-processed foods and stop eating 
the kids’ monster munch. I had all these plans for 
new year, new me, and guess what – it’s nearly March 

and I’m still very much me. I’m spiralling. What am I 
supposed to be talking about? SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISING. How’s that going? 

Quite well. It’s going quite well. We’re busy organising 

CHOCOLATE BINGO – you can buy tickets here: 
www.pta-events.co.uk/fops  I think I could recap the 

241 reasons why I love chocolate bingo but I’m low on 
word count thanks to earlier mid-life crisis. It’s a great 
night, kids love it, there’s chocolate. 

We know we spend a lot of time asking for volunteers, 

money for this, easter eggs for that, cakes, uniform 
donations, old clothing donations…. So, we thought 

we’d just refresh everyone’s memory on this fine day 
as to WHY we are always standing here with our cap 
in hand. What does FOPS pay for? Where does your 

money go? 

Right now, we’re on a mission to raise as much money 
as we can towards the new Home Technology Suite. 

It’s expensive, as so many things in life are… 
Champagne… Things that aren’t on Nectar prices… 
Mini Eggs…. But the benefit to our children, and 

generations of Pirbright children to come is huge. We 
are lucky that our school is always thinking of new 
ways to enhance the education our children receive, 

to give them more tools to work with, and wants them 
to benefit from amazing, dedicated facilities. 

 It’s expensive to the tune of about twenty-five 

thousand bags of mini eggs – and that’s why we need 
to put as much effort as we can into fundraising! You 
may not know that FOPS also funds the Play Pod, as 

well as the school gardener. Those interactive 
whiteboard screens in every classroom? FOPS. Those 

gazebos on sports day? FOPS. That holiday I took last 
year? Just kidding… But it’s with your support that 
this is all possible, and together we are making a 

difference. I feel like we all got lucky getting our kids 
into Pirbright Village Primary School, so we’ll just 
keep paying it forward. One Easter Egg at a time. 

Have a great week! 

 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/fops


 

  



 

 

 

  

SEND & Pastoral Support Padlet  

Just a reminder that Miss Woods and Miss Egelton have been 

very busy putting together a Padlet which is jam packed full 

of information and resources which you might need as a 

parent. Whilst they primarily have SEND parents in mind, the 

wealth of pastoral, learning and parenting based resources is 

absolutely incredible and will certainly benefit all of our families 

so please take a look. They will continue to add to it so please 

let them know if there is anything in particular you would like 

them to cover.  

MCAS - My Child At School  
 
We are going to start moving email communication over to MCAS (rather than SCOPAY) 

from now and will use up until Easter as a transition period to get everyone moved across. 
Please expect emails from MCAS and from SCOPAY for the newsletter and other official 
communication from Friday 27th February and let us know if there is an issue. Now is a 

great time to log onto MCAS and have a good look around the system and see what it looks 
like. From the summer term we hope to have moved to MCAS for all communication via 

email.  

https://padlet.com/Pirbright/pirbright-village-primary-school-qxyzty8cy91jpke5
https://padlet.com/Pirbright/pirbright-village-primary-school-qxyzty8cy91jpke5


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

Dates for the Diary 2025/2026 

M
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3rd - Football Matches (Boys' & Girls') Home v Knaphil 
4th - Year 4 Sportshall Athletics  
5th – Parents’ Bereavement Zoom at 8pm 
6th – World Book Day – DRESS UP 
6th - FOPS Uniform Sale 
6th – Writing Competition Closes 
W/B 9th → Year 6 Bikeability Week 4 

9th - Piano Performances at Cunningham House 
10th – 17th - The Travelling Book Fair 
12th - Girls' Football Match V Brookwood - Home 
13th – Science Day  
18th - Year 6 Wildfire Education Sessions 
19th - Rock & Pop Performance Morning (No Parents) 
19th - WASPS Rugby Tournament - Pirbright Hosting 
19th – Writing Competition Prize Giving  
20th – FOPS Chocolate Bingo  
20th - Learning Looks – PM 
20th - Year 2 Cake Sale   
23rd - Healthy Teeth Talk - School Nurse (YR) 
23rd - Year 2 Visit to Nower Wood 
24th - Year 6 Residential Meeting (for Current Year 5 
Parents) 
25th - Y3 Pop-Up Museum (2:45pm – 3:10pm) 
25th - Year 1 Visit to Brooklands Museum 
25th - Year 4 Visit to Marwell Zoo 
26th - Family Lunch (11:30 Onwards) 
27th – Easter Assembly (Year 5) AM (No Parents – Sorry!) 
27th - 1:30pm – End of Term 
 
 

A
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13th - 5th – Start of the summer term 
17th - 'Little Troopers' Dandelion Day - Wear a Yellow 
Accessory (in lieu of official date in the holidays) 
20th - Tempest Class Photos 
23rd - WASPS Football Leagues Finals Day - at Pirbright 
30th – Year 3 Visit to Gilbert White House 
30th - Year 5 Visit to The Church 
 
 

M
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11th – 14th – KS2 SATS Week 
15th - Year 1 Cake Sale   
18th - Pirbright Has Talent Auditions – All Day 
19th - Year R visit to Wellington Country Park  
20th - KS2 Theatre Trip - Barnum - New Victoria Theatre 
25th –29th May HALF TERM 

Ju
n

e 
20

26
 

2nd - Year 1 Visit to British Wildlife Centre 
3rd - Year 4 Trip - Fishbourne Roman Palace  
5th - Learning Looks – PM 
11th - Year R Zoolab workshop (at school)  
18th - Pirbright Has Talent Show PM (No Parents – sorry!) 
19th - Sports Day & Family Lunch 
26th - Y5 trip to Woking Mosque (Shah Jahan Mosque) 
26th - Reception Cake Sale   
27th - Armed Forces: Picnic on the Green 
29th – INSET DAY – School will be closed to children  
30th - Year 6 into 7 Induction Day (Surrey Schools) 

Ju
ly

 2
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1st - Year 6 into 7 Induction Day (Surrey Schools) 
4th – The FOPS Summer Fair  
9th –Summer Concert EVE (Parents Welcome) 
10th – 10am Late Registration  
13th – 3.15pm - 4.00pm Celebration Afternoon (Parents 
Welcome) 
15th – Year 6 Leavers’ Party (Eve) 5:30pm 
16th – Year 6 Fun Day 
17th – 10.00am Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (Parents 
Welcome) 
17th – 1.30pm – End of Term 
20th - INSET Day (School will be closed to pupils) 
21st – INSET Day (School will be closed to pupils) 

  
 

 



 

  

 

 

  

Term Dates 2025/2026 
Term Start End 

AUTUMN 2025 Tuesday 2nd September 2025 Friday 19th December 2025 

Half term  Monday 27th October 2025 Fri 31st October 2025 

Christmas Monday 22nd December 2025 Friday 2nd January 2026 

SPRING 2026 Monday 5th January 2026 Friday 27th March 2026 

Half term  Monday 16th February 2026 Friday 20th February 2026 

Easter Monday 30th March 2026 Friday 10th April 2026 

SUMMER 2026 Monday 13th April 2026 Tuesday 21st July 2026 

Half term  Monday 25th May 2026 Friday 29th May 2026 

INSET DAYS 2025/2026 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 
Friday 24th October 2025 

Wednesday 28th January 2026 
Monday 29th June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 
Tuesday 21st July 2026 

 

Class Assemblies 2025/2026 
Friday 30th January 2026 at 10am 2CD 

Friday 6th February 2026 3ND 

Friday 13th February 2025 at 10am 2BT 

Friday 13th March 2026 at 10am 1RG 

Friday 24th April 2026 at 10am 4LB 

Friday 1st May 2026 at 10am 4BC 

Friday 8th May 2026 at 10am RRE 

Friday 15th May 2026 at 10am RJL 

Friday 22nd May 2026 at 10am  5GJ 

Friday 3rd July 2026 in the AFTERNOON (Time TBC)  Year 6 

 



 

 


