
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
  
  

Dear Parents & Carers,  

Finally, even the hardiest of us must have turned the heating on by now...! The cold 

snap however did not deter Year 3 on Wednesday, and they had a wonderful time at 

Butser Farm. They learnt how to wattle, weaving sticks together to create simple 

fencing; make cordage, twisting plant fibres together and building beds from basic 

materials and testing them for comfort.  

 

Thursday saw Year 2 also brave the elements, dressed in Brazilian carnival wear and 

spending the day learning songs, dances and different traditions of the largest South 

American country. The children made their own salsa and masks to enjoy in their own 

Brazilian style carnival at the end of the day - such fun!  

 

Year 5 also had a themed day yesterday and dressed in their finest wizardry attire to 

experiment with reversible and irreversible reactions (or potions!), including suspensions 

and solutions! The children explored the irreversible reaction of acetic acid and sodium 

hydrogen carbonate (vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to you and I) as well as finding 

ways to reclaim the salt from a solution through evaporation, and how filtering can 

separate parts of a suspension - very impressive, Year 5! 

 

With only 2 full weeks to go before Shows' Week, the hall and classrooms are filling with 

songs, line-learning and dance moves all in preparation. Hopefully you've managed to 

secure your tickets in yesterday's sale!  Just one more Mufti Day next Friday, 

29th November ready for the FOPs' Christmas Fair that afternoon.  

 

Wishing you a wonderful weekend, albeit a wet and windy one?! 

Kind regards 

Pete 

 

 
 

Autumn Term Issue 11                                                                                                                              21st November 2024 

Upcoming 
Dates –  
25th – Year 4 Swimming  
28th – Clubs finish for 
autumn term 
28th - Yr5 Boys' Football 
Match Home v Knaphill 
29th - Mufti Day! – 
Bottles!  
29th – The FOPS 
Christmas Fair 
2nd – Year 4 Swimming  
5th – Happy Bag Drop-
Off 
6th – Happy Bag Drop-
Off 
6th – Girls’ Football 
Match Home v 
Hermitage 
9th – 13th SHOWS 
WEEK  
13th - PJ Day & Movie 
Afternoon 

 

Year 3 Trip to 
Butser Farm 

  

Add our calendar 

to your electronic 

calendar!  

Head here and 

click on he 

+Google link at 

the bottom of the 

calendar.  

 

Cafe2U Woking – Parent Trial  
Mark from Cafe2U Woking has been serving drinks to teachers at the school on 
Wednesday morning for the last few weeks. His van is part of a market leading mobile 
franchise serving barista style coffee, hot chocolate and other drinks and snacks to 
schools, businesses and events in the area over the last 7 years. He wondered whether 
parents would like to try his drinks and was going to pilot this within the school 
playground from 8.20am to 9am on Wednesday mornings starting next Wednesday 
27th November. His coffees are both caffeinated and decaffeinated with dairy and non-
dairy milks. He takes both contactless phone/card and cash payments. As this is a pilot, 
and we do not know how popular this will be, Mark will need to monitor and limit the 
line of customers before you queue up and time runs out. THIS IS FOR ADULTS ONLY 
AND UNDER THE ASSUMPTION YOU WILL HAVE YOUR HOT DRINK SAFELY ON THE 
PLAYGROUND! Please do not try to buy hot drinks for you children.  
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HEAD TEACHER AWARDS  

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS are given out on a Thursday 

during assembly where we have the opportunity to hear 

about the children’s successes of the previous week and 

celebrate how they embodied the Pirbright Values.  

The Daily Mile!  
Congratulations to 
Arlo Campbell-Muller 
& Jenson Parker who 
achieved their half-
marathons this week.  

In short, KS1 can have two more per afternoon; KS2 is two for one evening (or split between two evenings) and 

an additional four for Tuesday afternoon. Please use the links below. Please note, in KS2 the Google form will 

allow you to order more than two tickets because it is not as intelligent as we would like; you will only be 

allocated two tickets for an evening performance again next week, so choose wisely! The web-links are below; 

alternatively, there is a whole area for Christmas Play Tickets on the school website so head over and have a 

look. 

Pre-school siblings will need their own seat – you are of course welcome to have them on your lap but they still 

need their own ticket and please think carefully about their ability to sit and listen for the whole show – it is not a 

panto! There is little room in the hall, so if you have a pushchair you will be asked to leave it outside – babies can 

be in arms and don’t need a ticket!   

 

Tickets are available online from now until Thursday 28th November at 8am when the box office will close and all 

of the ticket requests will be allocated on that day. On Friday 29th November, the box office will reopen for 

Phase 3 of ticketing if there are any left; look out in next week’s newsletter for further details – this depends on 

the Phase 2 allocations. If you have any queries please contact Mrs Dow via cdow@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk . 

Key Stage 1 Tickets 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12QQkiA0OTdVstucFHuaWKs_uRGgAq1L4hOzdlUCZBI4/edit 

 
Key Stage 2 Tickets 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1moGntYLLCsY7MRJuOOIspf_r4qvqKBrq81VayU5Bj38/edit 

 

“Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory” (KS2) 

“Lights, Camel, Action 2! The 

Sequin” (KS1) 

The Reception Nativity: “A 

Little Bird Told Me” 
The first wave of Christmas 

production tickets has been 

very successful with 630 

tickets allocated on Thursday 

by the ticketing fairies. The 

Box Office has now reopened 

for Phase 2 of ticketing where 

you are welcome to select 

some more tickets. Based on 

the current numbers, you are 

welcome to select “the same 

again” so please see details 

on each of the forms which 

you can access below. 
Reception parents do not 

need to apply for tickets 

online. 

 

mailto:cdow@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST WEEK… 
A Guide to the Christmas Productions for New Parents (& Old Parents Who Need a 

Reminder…) 

At this time of year across the school, staff are busy preparing pupils for our Christmas shows, if you have not been to one at Pirbright 
before, you are in for a treat! 
 
Reception: Reception will perform their own nativity show in a separate performance. All parents are welcome to four seats in the 
hall and do not need to book online.  It’s on Thursday 12th December at 10am. Children will be busy singing and learning their lines; 
teachers might be smiling nicely at you for costumes… 
 
Key Stage 1: Year 1 and 2 take to the stage for their performance. Class teachers will be providing pupils with scripts and lines to be 
learnt, where appropriate, and you may find teachers trying to catch you on the door to discuss any costume options! Two 
performances take place in the afternoon of Plays Week. They usually start at 1.30 with the shows expected to be finished before the 
end of the school day, giving just enough time for pupils to get changed and be ready for collection at the usual time. The shows are 
on Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th December. Pre-school aged children can come on Wednesday (but are expected to be able to 
sit quietly – it is not a panto!) but Thursday is adults and older children only! We’re very strict on this so please choose your 
performance wisely.  
 
Key Stage 2 Production: This is run by Mr. Wright. Main parts are taken by the Year 6 pupils, with every year group having a song 
and dance number as part of the show. It’s great to do something that involves everyone. As well as this, there are opportunities to 
join Miss Durdle’s dance troupe for Year 6 and Mrs Davies is at the helm of the singing which add a little sparkle to proceedings. Year 
groups will come home with song words to learn; perhaps some other lines for their scenes as well as requests to help them with 
costumes. If you need any help then speak to the class teacher who can guide you in the right direction.  
 
We have one performance during school time (Tuesday 10th – 1:30pm start) but the other performances are in the evening of the 
Plays Week (Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th December). Pre-school aged children can come on Tuesday (but are expected to be 
able to sit quietly – it is not a panto!); Wednesday & Thursday is adults and older children only!  Pupils need to be back at school 
for 6:30pm. It is really important for pupils to be back at school and to be part of the production, as this is a big part of 
belonging to the Pirbright family. If there is an exceptional reason for a child not to be back for a performance (such as 
illness) then please let the class teacher know as soon as possible. On returning to school, children should have had their dinner 
at home. If you need to send them in with a healthy snack, please do so but it needs to follow normal school rules and not be 
chocolate or contain nuts.  

We will give you an indication of end timings as soon as we know, usually around 8:30pm. Children can be collected from classroom 
doors whether you have seen the show or are just doing the pick-up. The front doors will only be for exiting after the show, so please 
don’t use them to enter at the end of the evening to collect children. We will confirm timings when we have actually had a practise on 

the stage!  

ALL CHILDREN IN KS2 ARE INVOLVED IN THE SHOWS SO WE’RE EXPECTING THEM 
ALL TO RETURN TO SCHOOL FOR THE EVENING SHOWS 

 
Blodyn – The School Reading Dog 
Some of your children might come home with tales of reading to a dog 
at school – they are not making things up! Blodyn, a Golden Labrador 
from Wales has been our school reading dog for around 5 years now 
(on and off thanks to COVID!) and the children love seeing her. She 
can’t listen to all 400 children so there is a bit of a select list but children 
are encouraged to read to Blodyn and her Mum (Mrs Hughes from the 
office) to build their confidence and love of reading.  
 
She is very clever and understands commands in both English & Welsh 
and is now aged 7. Blodyn will eat anything and everything, but has 
lots of broccoli and cauliflower to keep her healthy. She loves people 
(especially children who read to her), water (but not the bath or 
shower), long walks, the beach, playing football and sneaking onto the 
sofa when she thinks no one is looking (she isn’t allowed). She is very 
affectionate – likes to have a cuddle and to ‘hold hands’ – and we love 
having her at school, even if she loses an excessive amount of fur on a 
daily basis! Bonus points if you can translate her name from Welsh… 
 



 

  

Date Event Details Parental 
Requirements… 

Mon 2nd  
December 

Christmas 
Cards 

This Pirbright Christmas post-box officially opens! It will be 
outside the library and the Year 5 postal elves are 
responsible for delivery – let’s hope there is no strike action! 
Any cards need to be clearly labelled with names and 
classes.  

Christmas cards if 
you would like to. 

Tues 10th  
– Thurs 
12th  

 
SHOWS “WEEK”!  

✓ Book Tickets. 
✓ Costumes. 
✓ Bring KS2 back 

for the 
evenings. 

✓ Enjoy the 
shows!  

Fri 13th  PJ & 
Christmas 
Movie 
Afternoon 

Children can come into school in their PJs (outdoor shoes 
on feet, slippers in a bag if they would like). In the 
afternoon, classes will choose a Christmas movie to watch. 
Each year group will have two film choices for children to 
choose between and the teachers will communicate these 
to you before the event. If you would rather your child 
watched one over the other (i.e. you choose not them!) 
please email the class teacher and we will steer them in the 
right direction!  

PJs and slippers on 
for school please! 

Tues 17th 
Dec 

The 
Pirbright 
Christmas 
Quiz 

All of the children come together to watch the staff in a 
Christmas Quiz. There are teams and rounds and it is all 
VERY silly. Sometimes there are photos; sometimes we 
take staff bribes to NEVER share the photos – we’ll just 
have to wait and see!   

Nothing Required 

Wed 18th  
 

Christmas 
Lunch & 
Christmas 
Jumpers 

Cleverchefs will be cooking up a storm as we all eat 
Christmas lunch together in the hall. KS1 & Reception eat 
whilst served by KS2 teachers and then we swap. Much 
merriment will be had at sharing a lunch together – menu 
has been published so get signed up.  

Order online with 
IPAY by Monday 
9th December. 
 
School Uniform & 
Christmas Jumpers 

Fri 20th  Festive 
Carols at 
Lord 
Pirbright’s 
Hall 

The whole school will head down to Lord Pirbright’s Hall for 
a Festive Carol Service. Parents are all invited – but there 
is very little room! Standing room at the back for those who 
can fit in; peering through the windows and listening to the 
songs ring out if we are too busy. Totally worth coming just 
for the lovely walk down!  

Meet at the 
Reception class 
gate at 10am if you 
would like to join 
us. 
 
Christmas Jumpers  

Fri 20th Early 
Finish  

Early Finish 1:30pm collection 
time!  

 
 

The Pirbright Guide to all Things Festive! 
The usual Pirbright Christmas Extravaganza is HUGE and we thought you might like to know all of the details 
in a handy table. We’ve even popped in a table for what you might need to think about as parents; Newletter 
HQ is very kind this week!  

 

d 

Winter Weather  

Whilst we might be feeling the chill today, it looks like we have gotten off lightly by not having snow 

or the worry about school closures this week. It could happen to us though! We will always try and 

communicate as effectively and early as possible when it comes to the weather and balance the 

safety of the children with the ability to open school. We’re a hardy bunch at Pirbright, but we don’t 

all live locally to the school so please remember that we will be assessing which members of staff 

can get to school in case of snow. If Surrey Police make the decision that it is “emergency travel 

only”, this will almost certainly mean we won’t be open and we are often waiting for a decision 

from them. We will let you know of decisions through texts and emails (SCOPAY) and an update to 

Instagram as soon as we know anything. There could also be times when we operate a stagger to 

morning drop-offs and early collections in order to get everyone in or out of school safely which we 

will let you know about. If we have to close for a Snow Day, the first day will almost certainly be a 

day at home playing in the snow. If we are closed for more than one day then we will 

communicate some home learning options for you.  



 

  

 

 

  

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/pirbrightvillageprimaryschool/UploadedDocument/32819cf7-ba89-4b49-b44d-2834c17cb130/club-class-newsletter-december-2024.pdf


 

  

Oh! If this isn’t just the most glorious time of the year, then I don’t know what is! I’m just so 

excited for the Christmas Fair next week; preparations are well underway and we’ve just the 

last few things to finish up including this newsletter…. To remind you of the following: 

1. Raffle tickets – please return them by Monday 25th to the blue postbox at the KS1 Entrance 

to school – or just the unused tickets so we can reuse! Thank you. 

2. If you haven’t already signed up to volunteer next week on a stall, or as a part of the set 

up/tidy up team, then please do! The link has been circulated via WhatsApp over the last 

couple of weeks! 

3. A reminder that we do need everyone to leave the site next Friday as soon as possible and 

the gates will re-open at 3.30pm – this excludes SEN families who can head straight to the hall. 

4. Last little thing: we thank you for sweet-filled jam jars as this week’s MUFTI donation! 

Next week we ask for donations for the adult tombola; bring a bottle of booze to drop off (and 

of course expect ample heckling along the lines of ‘Bit early, isn’t it?!’ from various dog 

walkers and probably me, if I see you, on your way to school.) Lastly, you can order your TEA 

TOWELS from this website: www.pta-events.co.uk/fops - A very reasonably priced Christmas 

present for anyone who likes your kids, or perhaps has met them once or twice. Here’s an idea, 

wrap up a couple and keep them in a drawer in case anyone pops by with a bottle of wine for 

you at Christmas and you can be like ‘OH, that’s SO kind, I also have a little something here 

for you’ and then you whip out a tea towel and gift it to them with loads of enthusiasm! You 

can say ‘I know how much you love CHILDREN AND HAVING DRY DISHES so I got you 

one of these.’ I meaaaaan, you’re welcome. I’ll be doing that for sure. I am on fire this year! 

Right have a great week. Last year at the Christmas Fair, my husband bought me a bottle of 

prosecco ten minutes in so if we do see each other at the Fair, then I really hope I remember it 

and we all have a great time. I’ll be on the bar – could go two ways couldn’t it really! Peace on 

earth and good tidings to all. 

 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/fops


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Let’s Celebrate Pirbright  

If your child “achieves” or 

takes part in something special 

outside of school (local 

football team, village show, 

scouts award, sporting event 

and the like) then please send 

a photo and a short 

description to Mrs Dow either 

at her email address or at 

celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.

uk and she will pop it up on the 

display board in the hall for all 

to admire.  

mailto:celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk


 

 

  



 

  

Dates for the Diary 2024/2025 
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25th – Year 4 Swimming  
28th – Clubs finish for autumn term 
28th - Yr5 Boys' Football Match Home v Knaphill 
29th - Mufti Day! – Bottles!  
29th – The FOPS Christmas Fair  
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2nd – Year 4 Swimming  
5th – Happy Bag Drop-Off 
6th – Happy Bag Drop-Off 
6th – Girls’ Football Match Home v Hermitage 
9th – 13th SHOWS WEEK  
10th - KS2 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm –           
Younger Siblings Welcome 
11th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Younger 
Siblings Welcome 
11th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm – Adults 
and Older Siblings Only  
12th - 10:00am Reception Nativity Performance 
12th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm -  
Adults and Older Siblings Only 
12th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm -  
Adults and Older Siblings Only 
13th - PJ Day & Movie Afternoon 
16th – Club Class Christmas Party  
17th – Christmas Quiz  
18th - Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 
20th  - 10am - Festive Carol Service – Lord Pirbright’s Hall 
(Parents Welcome) 
20th - 1:30pm – End of Term  
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6th – Start of the spring term 
13th – 17th – Bikeability Year 6 Week 1 
15th - Year 6 SATs Meeting 
20th – 24th – Bikeability Year 6 Week 2 
29th – INSET DAY School will be closed to children  
3rd – 7th – Bikeability Year 6 Week 3 
24th – 28th – Bikeability Year 6 Week 1 
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3rd - 4.30pm – 7.00pm Parents’ Evening 
5th - 4:00 – 6:00pm Parents’ Evening 
6th – Year 1 Visit to Brooklands Museum 
12th - Year 1 Sportshall Athletics @ Guildford Spectrum (PM) 
14th - 1.30pm Pirbright Cross-Country Events (parents 
welcome) 
17th – 21st HALF TERM 
24th – World Thinking Day 
28th - 2.45pm – 3.10pm Whole School Learning Look 
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4th - Year 3/4 Sportshall Athletics @ Guildford Spectrum 
(AM) 
5th - Year 2 Sportshall Athletics @ Guildford Spectrum 
(AM) 
7th – World Book Day – DRESS UP 
7th – The BIG Read 2:45pm (Parents Welcome) 
12th Year 2 My First Steps Leadership Training 
14th - Science Day (Celebrating Science Week) 
25th - Year 2 Visit to Nower Wood 
27th - Family Lunch (11:30 Onwards) 
28th – FOPS Chocolate Bingo 
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2nd - Year 3 Pop-Up Museum 
4th – Easter Assembly (Year 5) AM (No Parents – Sorry!) 
4th – Term finishes at 1:30pm 
25th - 8.30am – 9.00am KS2 Learning Look 
25th - 8.45am – 9.15am Reception & KS1 Learning Look 

 

Class Assemblies 2024/2025 
Friday 24th January 2025 at 10am 3DG 

Friday 14th February 2025 at 10am 4SC 

Friday 14th March 2025 at 10am 2HJ  

Friday 21st March 2025 at 10am 5SF 

Friday 28th March 2025 at 10am 4LB 

Friday 2nd May 2025 at 10am 1JR 

Friday 9th May 2025 at 10am RGD 

Friday 16th May 2025 at 10am 1HE 

Friday 23rd May 2025 at 10am RJL 

Friday 6th June 2025 at 10am  3ND 

Friday 13th June 2025 at 10am 2BT 

Friday 4th July 2025 in the AFTERNOON (Time TBC)  Year 6 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2024/2025 

Term Start End 

AUTUMN 2024  Monday 2nd September 2024 Friday 20th December 2024 

Half term  Monday 28th October 2024 Fri 1st November 2024 

Christmas Monday 23rd December 2024 Friday 3rd January 2025 

SPRING 2025 Monday 6th January 2025 Friday 4th April 2025 

Half term  Monday 17th February 2025 Friday 21st February 2025 

Easter Monday 7th April 2025 Monday 21st April 2025 

SUMMER 2025 Tuesday 22nd April 2025 Tuesday 22nd July 2025 

Half term  Monday 26th May 2025 Friday 30th May 2025 

INSET DAYS 2024/2025 
Monday 2nd September 2024 
Tuesday 3rd September 2024 

Friday 25th October 2024 
Wednesday 29th January 2025 

Monday 30th June 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 

Tuesday 22nd July 2025 


