
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

School 

Photos! 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We’re all looking forward to Potted Sports later this afternoon! The children are excited to 

get outside, have some fun and take part in our mini sports day. It looks like it’s set to be a 

hot one, so we’ll be making sure everyone stays hydrated and enjoys the afternoon safely. 

We’re hoping for lots of smiles and teamwork! 

 

A reminder that Parent Consultation Week takes place next week, with appointments 

available on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and evenings. If you need to make a last-

minute booking, please contact your child’s class teacher, who will be happy to help 

where possible. 

 

This week saw the launch of our Key Stage 2 lunchtime clubs, and it has been wonderful to 

see so many children getting involved and making the most of the wide range of activities 

on offer. From creative arts and crafts to sports, games, construction activities and sewing 

opportunities - there has been something for everyone to enjoy. The clubs have provided 

children with the chance to try new experiences, develop their interests and spend time 

with friends from across the key stage. 

 

We hope you have a lovely weekend and enjoy the sunshine! 

 

Kind regards, 

Pete 

Pete Wright 

Head Teacher 

 

Autumn Term Issue 4                              25th September 2026 

Coming Up  

SEPTEMBER 
25th - 1:15pm – KS2 
Potted Sports 
(Parents Invited) 
     2:15pm – KS1 
Potted Sports 
(Parents Invited) 
29th - 3:30pm – 
7:00pm – Parents’ 
Consultation Evening 
OCTOBER  
1st – 4:00pm – 
6:00pm – Parents’ 
Consultation Evening 
6th -  3:30pm – 
7:00pm – Parents’ 
Consultation Evening 
(5RG) 
8th – Tempest School 
Photos (Portraits) 
8th  - 3:30pm – 
7:00pm – Parents’ 
Consultation Evening 
(5RG) 
9th - Year 5 Visit to 
Winchester Science 
Centre 
15th – Year 4 Present 
- Harvest Festival (No 

–

–

–

–

– –

Add our calendar 

to your electronic 

calendar!  

Head here and 

click on he 

+Google link at 

the bottom of the 

calendar.  

 

If you’re interested in joining, all 
updated T&Cs and information can be 

found here!  

Potted Sports - Years 1-6 (not Reception!) – This Afternoon! 

Pirbright’s sporting calendar kicks off this afternoon with Potted Sports! Children will 

compete in their House Teams, earning points through a range of fun sporting 

activities. It’s also the first opportunity for our new Year 6 House Captains to put their 

leadership skills into action! 

Parents are welcome to come and watch: 

KS2 – 1:15pm | KS1 – 2:15pm 

Please arrive promptly as the gates will be locked between sessions. 

 

All Things Clubs!  
You can still book on for clubs this weekend so 
please chat to your children (especially now they 
know which friends are going to which clubs!) and 
get them signed up ASAP!  

https://www.instagram.com/pirbrightschool/
https://pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/page/?title=Calendar&pid=120
https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/calendar/
https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/pirbright-club-class-before-after-school-club
https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/pirbrights-lunchtime-clubs
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Weekly Attendance Update  
Reception & 
KS1 Winners  

KS2 Winners 

1DG – 99%   5RG – 100%   
Whole School Year to Date 

96.4% 

418 

439 431 
395 

306 

Click here 

to order! 

The Daily Mile!  
Just to manage 
expectations, this 
will start in a few 
weeks’ time once 
we have a team 
assembled and fully 
trained. Thank you!  

 

Essential Online Safety:  

This #WakeUpWednesday guide offers 

clear, supportive guidance to help 

parents feel more confident in navigating 

the online world with children and young 

people. It looks at how everyday 

conversations, simple boundaries, and a 

bit of digital awareness can make a real 

difference to young people’s online 
experiences. This guide also explores 

how parents can create an environment 

where children feel comfortable asking 

for help when something online unsettles 

them. By highlighting the importance of 

safe and healthy internet usage, these 

tips provide a grounded starting point for 

anyone supporting young people’s digital 
lives.  

 

***Reception Intake 

SIBLINGS 2027*** 

It is essential that you apply 

for a school place for your 

children coming into 

Reception in 2027 – even if 

you already have children at 

Pirbright; you must still 

apply! Please apply! 

Someone gets caught out 

every year – don’t let it be 
you! 

 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

At the end of the summer term Ray Dhirani stepped down as a Parent Governor after three years of service to 

our Board of Governors. Ray made a very positive contribution to the life of our school with his perceptive 

challenges and thoughtful suggestions and we would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all his 

support. 

 

Ray’s departure means that we have a vacancy for a Parent Governor to join Pirbright Village Primary School’s 
Governing Body, so we are now seeking nominations from parents to stand for election. A school’s governing 
body is most effective when it reflects the wide range of our school community, with different backgrounds 

and a mix of skills. If you would like to have an insight into how the school is run and to make a contribution 

to leadership decisions then you might be just the person that we are looking for to join our very supportive 

governing body. In particular we would welcome applications from someone with some knowledge of 

computing and, if possible, artificial intelligence. More information about the role of school governors can be 

found here (https://www.learningpartners.org/1886/local-governing-bodies ) or from the school office, to 

give you a clearer idea of what the role entails. 

 

Full details on how to nominate and the process are included in the three documents attached to the 

newsletter bundle. We look forward to hearing from you!    Julie Douetil, Chair of Governors  

https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/attachments/documents.asp?id=2564


 

  

This a wonderful tradition at Pirbright where 

we invite parents into school to have lunch 

with their children. We do this three times a 

year and we hope that the weather is good! If 

you are new to PVPS, you will be delighted to 

know that on this day you can come and have 

lunch with your child at school. All you need to 

do is order an extra lunch for yourself (details 

to follow!) and any other children or adults 

that might be joining you. We often have 

aunties, uncles, grandparents and siblings 

come along for Family Lunch! 

Timings are below in order for us to operate a 

stagger. If the weather is kind, packed lunches 

will be eaten outside, so please feel free to 

bring a picnic. 

Reception @ 11.30am 

Yr1 @ 12 noon 

Yr2 @ 12.15pm 

Yr3 @ 12.30pm 

Yrs4&5 @ 12.45pm* 

Yr6 @ 1pm* 

*If you are all having a packed lunch and eating 

outside, you are welcome to arrive from 

12:30pm* 

If you have more than one child attending the 

school, then please arrive at the time set out for 

your youngest child and we shall arrange for 

siblings to be collected to join you. 

VERY IMPORTANT – If you are unable to attend 

and have a pupil in Reception or KS1 then 

please let the class teacher know in the morning 

so that we can arrange for a member of staff to 

sit with small groups during the lunch time.   



 

Our School Improvement Plan is set for the year. If you are interested, please click on the graphic below 

for all the details or head to https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/school-improvement-plan 

https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/school-improvement-plan
https://www.pirbrightvillageprimaryschool.com/school-improvement-plan


 

  

  

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS  
Head Teacher Awards are given out on a Monday during assembly where 

we have the opportunity to hear about the children’s successes of the 
previous week and celebrate how they embodied the Pirbright Values. 

   

1 Jethro  

Jethro has made a fantastic start to Year 1. He consistently demonstrates our school values by always 
trying his best, being polite and respectful to others, and bringing a wonderful sense of humour to our 
classroom. This week, Jethro has worked incredibly hard on developing his phonics skills in both 
reading and writing, showing great determination and enthusiasm. What a star!  

1 Violet  

Showing such wonderful effort and enthusiasm in your first few weeks in Year 1. We love seeing you 
trying so hard to come into school with a big smile. You are a real superstar in Maths, using your 
‘clever clues’ to help you read numbers and match them to the correct digits all by yourself. Keep 
shining — you’re doing an amazing job!  

2 Rabia  
Your wonderful independence in consolidating your place value knowledge. You have worked so hard 
to recognise the value of each digit and try your hardest to show this in your independent learning. You 
tackle every task with a smile and we are so proud of your fantastic start to Year 3 Rabia!  

2 Eva  

Making such a wonderful start to Year 2! You have been listening carefully and working so hard! I have 
been particularly impressed with your fantastic maths work. You are always determined to have a go at 
the next challenge, showing such a positive attitude towards your learning. Keep up the amazing hard 
work, Eva - we are so proud of you!  

3 Max  

Showing fantastic resilience. You found your writing a little tricky at first, but instead of giving up, you 
went back, tried again and persevered. You showed a brilliant attitude towards your learning and 
worked hard to write a wonderful character description of Grandpa Leicester. We are so proud of the 
determination you showed. Well done!  

3 Eva  

Not only an incredible week, but a fantastic start to year 3. I have been delighted to see the pride you 
have taken in your work, how much effort you have put in and the progress you have already made. 
You have shown such resilience in adjusting your pen grip, keeping control of the pen and producing 
excellent work. You have listened carefully to instructions and I’m so proud of you! Keep it up.   

4 Parishna  
Your clear, detailed and creative design for your own ‘Clean-a-tron’ Cracking Contraption! You had so 
many original and creative ideas which you have filled your page with. I love how much pride you have 
taken in the presentation of your work. I cannot wait to read your non-chronological report next week!  

4 Sophia  
WOW – Sophia you have designed such an exciting new cracking contraption – Cutie the Cleaner! It is 
clearly drawn and labelled and ready for you to write an amazing non-chronological report about it. I 
can’t wait to read it this week! What a super start to year 4!  

5 Nansi  

Nansi has been working incredibly hard at her writing this week and showing determination, diligence 
and taking great pride in her work. She has written a super dialogue between two characters from our 
book, Cosmic, and has worked consistently and sensibly while publishing her work- really taking care 
with her presentation. Not only this, but she also is a cheerful, kind and helpful member of the class 
who always shows respect and never gives up. Go Nansi!  

5 Eleanor  

Your super start here at Pirbright! You have fitted in so seamlessly, and we all feel so lucky to have 
you here. You have embraced all of our school values, but it is the pride you take in your work that has 
stood out the most! You have shown excellent resilience, particularly in Number Sense, and we were 
so impressed when you achieved your first 40/40 last week! We also cannot believe how many books 
you have already read — we might need to order more books for the school library at this rate!  

6 Rory  

Great enthusiasm so far during our WW2 topic. You are showing brilliant curiosity and understanding 
what we have covered in our first couple of weeks and I was very impressed with your balanced 
argument writing about evacuees. Well done – I look forward to seeing how your writing continues to 
improve!   

6 Liv  

Brilliant writing and insightful ideas about evacuees, presented through a balanced and well-reasoned 
argument. Your work was well structured, thoughtful, engaging and carefully considered, 
demonstrating excellent understanding, clarity, creativity and attention to detail. A fantastic piece of 
work - well done! 

 



 

Hip hip hooray, it’s FRIDAY! 

Another busy week is done; it’s time for GIN for everyone! And it’s been a great week; 
sunshine, soaking up the last of the lighter evenings, Strictly’s back on the box and 
Christmas is less than 100 days away… 

And with that in mind (and officially I need not apologise for early talk of Christmas 
because it’s practically October, which is practically Bonfire Night, which is practically 
February half term so KEEP UP!) – We need to get the ball rolling on organising the 
Christmas fair… if no one steps up to organise it soon then we’ll have to can the idea 
and there won’t be a fair. You can make it as elaborate or as paired back as you like; I 
personally love a simple theme with stalls, and games, hot dogs and children dancing 
about to Christmas songs on the playground – it need be no more than that. You could 
ask every child to bring in one item for a hamper – and there you go; that’s a raffle 
prize! Over the school, that’s 7 hampers right there. You could have a stall selling 
homemade mince pies, mulled wine flowing, lots of glow sticks and maybe a scavenger 

hunt round the playground for the kids! No one is asking you to reinvent the wheel – 
and we will 100% support you in making it happen – but we do need someone to take 
the lead. PLEASE MAKE YOURSELF KNOWN TO US – contact your class reps – or 
email us pirbrightfops@yahoo.co.uk 

WOKING PANTO TICKETS – This is huge news – we have ONLY 62 TICKETS 
AVAILABLE this year and once they’re gone, they’re gone. Friday 11th December – New 
Victoria Theatre – Goldilocks and the Three Bears starring Brian Connelly – 7pm. The 
tickets are really near the front, the best seats money can buy and we’re selling tickets 
for just £32.50 each. SOLD OUT – amazing work parents; a huge boost to the school 

pot!  

Thank you for all your pre-loved uniform donations, and congratulations to everyone 
who secured a bargain at our uniform sale this week! I will report back on the total 
raised from the sale next week. 

Happy School Bag – bags coming home soon. Bring in your textiles on the 2nd October 
and leave them with us (KS1 gate entrance!) at drop off in the morning. It’s as simple as 
that. 

CHRISTMASTREEASY – If you don’t know about this; you can order the most 
delicious-smelling, proper Christmas tree to be delivered to your house before 
Christmas. We get a little kick back every time you order (just choose your school from 
the list) and they even take it away when you’re over Christmas and starting to plan 
your entirely new personality and lifestyle for January. www.christmastreeasy.co.uk  

Ho ho ho, and a bottle of rum – it’s Friday night, go have some fun! After all, it’s nearly 
Christmas… I’m off to have a sherry and a gingerbread man and no one can stop me. 

 

 

  

http://www.christmastreeasy.co.uk/


 

 

 

  

Parents' Consultation Evenings – LAST CHANCE TO BOOK! 

 

This term, we will be holding our Parents’ Consultation 
Evenings on Tuesday 29th September (3.30pm–
7pm) and Thursday 1st October (3.30pm–6pm). These 

evenings are a valuable opportunity to meet with your child’s 
class teacher(s), talk about their progress and celebrate 

their achievements, as well as discuss any next steps for 

their learning. Appointments can be booked in advance 

using the MCAS App. Booking will go live on Monday 21st 

September at 10:00am and will close at 6:00pm on Friday 

25th September. If you have any difficulties accessing 

MCAS, booking an appointment, or miss the booking 

window, please contact the school office or speak to your 

child’s class teacher, who will be happy to help. 

Parents’ Evenings & Pirbucks 

Pirbucks is much like Starbucks only run by children and better for the world! Year 6 host and ensure tea & 

coffee alongside cakes and sweet treats are on hand for parents (and children if parents choose to share). All 

money goes towards their residential at the end of the year. Pirbucks is available for all but it sometimes 

misses out on KS1 and Reception parents if they don’t quite make it over to the hall. The Year 6 children will 
have baked and bought goodies to go with hot drinks so head on over to celebrate your child’s 
achievements, donate to the good people of Year 6 and generally have a merry old time! Please note, you 

may have bagged yourself an earlier appointment with a class teacher but this does not mean Pirbucks will 

be open – they have very strict opening hours to match the official Parents’ Evening timings so if they are 
not open then apologies. All purchases are a donation, so if you don’t bring change, the children will happily 
relieve you of notes – please plan ahead as they are hard to resist!  

All children need to be supervised and whilst Pirbucks is happening in the hall; it is not for childcare, so 

please make arrangements to ensure someone is watching your children whilst you are in with class 

teachers. Reception and KS1 parents head to the classrooms and KS2 parents head to the school hall to be 

collected by the class teachers; please don’t use the outer doors as the teachers will be in meetings and you 
don’t want to interrupt.  There will be opportunities to see any learning that has happened in the first few 

weeks.  

Let’s Celebrate Pirbright  
If your child “achieves” or takes part in 
something special outside of school 

(local football team, village show, scouts 

award, sporting event and the like) then 

please send a photo and a short 

description to Mrs Dow either at her email 

address or at 

celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk and 

she will pop it up on the display board in 

the hall for all to admire.  

mailto:celebrate@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk


 

  

Photo Sharing – Moving Forward  
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our recent photo-sharing survey. We received 43 responses, and your 
feedback has helped us think carefully about how we can continue sharing the wonderful experiences our children have at school 
while keeping their privacy at the heart of what we do. 

✓ 86% said seeing photographs of their child’s experiences at school is quite or very important to them. 
✓ 81% said photographs help them feel connected to their child’s school life. 
✓ Families particularly value seeing trips, assemblies, sporting events and special experiences that they cannot always 

attend. 
✓ 76% of parents look at the photos within a couple of weeks of them being posted.  
✓ 65% said they would feel more comfortable with a password-protected space for photographs, even recognising that 

passwords can potentially be shared. 
✓ Several parents specifically highlighted that they are comfortable with photographs being shared on Instagram when 

children's faces are not identifiable. 
 

What happens next? 
We are now looking at how we can keep the things families value about our current approach while strengthening privacy and 
security. We have also had support from The Learning Partners Safeguarding Team to ensure we are keeping a sensible balance 
between sharing what is important to parents and trying to mitigate risks.  
 

Platform  Current Practice  New Practice  Rationale  

Instagram  No faces No faces We will not change how we Instagram children’s images as we 
don’t show faces anyway.  

Instagram School trip pictures on 
the day  

School trip 
pictures after the 
event  

Identifying where children are on a school trip is a risk. We will 
post following the visit, not whilst on it.  

Newsletter  Head Teacher’s Awards 
Photos  

Head Teacher’s 
Award synopsis 

The newsletter is available freely on the school website, so we 
won’t put a head teacher award photo on there anymore. We will 
change this to a table where you can read all about the awards 
awarded.  

Newsletter Very irregular photos of 
children 

No photos of 
children  

The newsletter is available freely on the school website, so we 
won’t put photos of children on there anymore. 

Website  Photo albums for a whole 
year  

Photo albums for 
a term  

Most parents access photos within a few weeks so they don’t 
need to be available for so long.  

Website Photo albums free for 
anyone to click on  

Photo albums with 
a password 
(termly)  

We cannot have a specific “parent area” of our website as we 
don’t have that functionality. We can password protect each 
photo album as we use a secure photo storage site.  
We can change the password termly in order for this to be 
manageable and communicate this to you are the start of each 
term.  
All the photo albums for the term will have the same password. 
65% of our parents said this would make them feel better, even 
with the risk of password sharing and our Trust thought this was 
an appropriate level of security to minimise risk for those who 
choose to have their children in photos.  

Website  Photos in other areas of 
the website  

We will start to 
reduce these 
down over the 
year  

There are areas of the website such as School Council and 
House Captains where we used to put photos of the children. 
We will still have these in the hall, but not put them on the 
website as they are open to anyone.  

Website  The “advertising” ones  We will check for 
permission over 
the next few 
weeks for them to 
remain. 
 
We will check in 
the future before 
posting new ones.  

There are a few pictures on the scrolling banner at the top of the 
website of children which bring the website to life. They are open 
to anyone so we will double check parents are still happy with 
this and check in the future for news ones. If you know your child 
is on there and want to let Mrs Dow know now (she is in charge 
of the website and the photos!) this would save her a job in 

emailing you      … cdow@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk  

Thank you for sharing what was important to you; hopefully we have made some changes which will help lots of you feel more 

comfortable. Please remember – you can withdraw consent at any time and we will not take your child’s photo. We will 
move forward with the changes in the table below and use this to update our Photographs and Social Media Policy this 
term.  
 

mailto:cdow@pirbright.surrey.sch.uk


 

 

 

  

SEND & Pastoral Support Padlet  
Just a reminder that Miss Woods and Miss Egelton 
have a Padlet which is jam packed full of 
information and resources which you might need as 
a parent. Whilst they primarily have SEND parents 
in mind, the wealth of pastoral, learning and 
parenting based resources is absolutely incredible 
and will certainly benefit all of our families so please 
take a look. They will continue to add to it so please 
let them know if there is anything in particular you 
would like them to cover.  

https://padlet.com/Pirbright/pirbright-village-primary-school-qxyzty8cy91jpke5
https://padlet.com/Pirbright/pirbright-village-primary-school-qxyzty8cy91jpke5


 

 

 



 

  

Dates for the Diary 2026/2027 
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29th - 3:30pm – 7:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening 
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1st – 4:00pm – 6:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening 
6th -  3:30pm – 7:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening (5RG) 
8th – Tempest School Photos (Portraits) 
8th  - 3:30pm – 7:00pm – Parents’ Consultation Evening (5RG) 
9th - Year 5 Visit to Winchester Science Centre 
9th – Hello Yellow Mental Health Awareness Day (a yellow 
something with school uniform) 
15th – Year 4 Present - Harvest Festival (No parents) 
15th – Family Lunch (11:30 Onwards) 
15th – WASPS Football Tournament (Y5/6 Girls/Boys – 
Woking) 
16th – INSET DAY  
19th – 30th – HALF TERM 
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2nd – Start of second half term 
4th - Year 3 Visit to Butser Farm 
6th – Remembrance Service – Whole School (10am - 
TBC) 
8th - Remembrance Service at Brookwood Cemetery  
9th Flu Immunisations 
11th – Year 6 WWII Day (Dress Up) 
13th – Whole School Cross Country (1:40pm KS2/2:20pm 
YR&KS1) Parents Invited  
16th – 20th Anti-Bullying Week 
27th – Learning Look - AM 
  D
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7th – 11th SHOWS WEEK  
8th - KS2 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
9th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm – Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
9th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm – Adults 
and School Aged Siblings Only  
10th - 10:00am Reception Nativity Performance - Pre-School 
Siblings Welcome 
10th - KS1 Christmas Performance PM 1:30pm -  
Adults and School Aged Siblings Only  
10th - KS2 Christmas Performance EVENING 7pm -  
Adults and School Aged Siblings Only) 
11th - PJ Day & Movie Afternoon  
15th – Christmas Quiz  
16th - Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 
18th  - 10am - Festive Carol Service – School (No Parents) 
18th - 1:30pm – End of Term  

 

Class Assemblies 2026/2027 

Friday 15th January 2026 at 10am 1RE 

Friday 22nd January 2027 at 10am 1DG 

Friday 29th January 2027 at 10am 5RG 

Friday 5th February 2027 at 10am 2CD 

Friday 12th February 2027 at 10am 5SD 

Friday 12th March 2027 at 10am RGD 

Friday 19th March 2027 at 10am 4CR 

Friday 23rd April 2027 at 10am 3SC 

Friday 30th April 2027 at 10am 4LB 

Friday 7th May 2027 at 10am 2BT 

Friday 14th May 2027 at 10am 3WS 

Friday 21ST May 2027 at 10am RJL 

Friday 2nd July 2027 in the AFTERNOON (Time TBC)  Y6 

 



 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2026/2027 
Term Start End 

AUTUMN 2026 01 September 2026 16 October 2026 

Half term 19 October 2026 30 October 2026 

 02 November 2026 18 December 2026 

Christmas 21 December 2026 01 January 2027 

SPRING 2024 04 January 2027 12 February 2027 

Half term 15 February 2027 19 February 2027 

 22 February 2027 25 March 2027 

Easter 26 March 2027 09 April 2027 

SUMMER 2024 12 April 2027 22 May 2026 

Half term 28 May 2027 04 June 2027 

 07 June 2027 23 July 2027 

INSET DAYS 2026/2027 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 

Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
Friday 16th October 2026 

Thursday 25th March 2027 
Monday 28th June 2027 
Monday 26th July 2027 
Tuesday 27th July 2027 

Wednesday 28th July 2027 
 


